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1. The following observations were made with troops enraged in rivers 
crossing practices at the Havel River near HAVELBERG UM 53/¥ 97): 


Engineer boats on the Havel River laid smoke screens over 
HAVELBERG and the area between there awd JEDERITZ (M 53/¥ 97) 
between 10 and ll a.m. The smoke screen was so Gense it made 
aircraft circling over HAVELBERG invisible. The constructim 
of a pontoon bridgs was started at ll a.m. Tank, armored re- 
connaissance, antiaircraft, artillery end other motorized units 
assembled on the HAVELBERG-JEDERITZ read: The construction of 
the bridge was complated about 1 p.m., and the units assembled 
25X1 en the southern bank of the Havel River crossed the bridge without 
incident, moving towards the “heinberge" east of HAVELBERG. 


the bridge was disassembled by about 6 : and the 
troops left the HAVELBERG ares . 


25X1 Be eee Soviet units practiced 
crossing of the Vo 


sse Kiver nearNEUSTADT (N 53/Z-18) for two 
cays in late “eptember 1949. it was said that large tank and. 
air units participated in the exercises. 


25X1 a pl telephone lines were constructec in 
the VELBERG a ; t 


rea one week before the m served axercise. 
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Large-scale river-crossing practices were previously reported 
to have been held by conbined-arms units, including enrineer 
units, in the HAVI.LEERG areat. These practices are believed 
to have been held in connection with the maneuvers conducted 
by Yhnird Shock Armyonits in the ares south and east of WIT LEN- 
BERGE in late September 1949 and early Cetober 1949. tindica- 
tions are thet these may have been the final field exercises 
25X1 of the Third Sheck Army. The reported motor vehicle 
(cbserved only with the staff directing the riverecrossinz exer- 
' cise) indicate that, cesides Thirc Shock Arny units, conponent 
wits of the Second Gds Mecz army may have participated in the 
exercise (as observers or as simulated enemy‘). 
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